**8U Rul es of Play**

**Equi pment **

1. All batters nust wear a helnmet with a facenask.
2. Catchers nust wear full catchera€™ gear.

3. Regul ar baseballs will be used.

4. Players may use any bat that does not exceed 2

and 3/4 inch dianeter and is stanped approved for

play with the USSSA [ogo (or little |league/Dixie vy
out h) .

5. Jerseys nust be tucked in.

**Ganme Fornmat **

1. Ganes on a weekday will be coach pitch only, 6
pitches nmax per player. Player can strike out. Th
ere are no wal ks. Ganes on a weekend wll be play

er pitch, with the player throw ng four pitches an
d the coach throw ng four pitches. Player can str
| keout. There are no wal ks. Player is awarded fir
st base on a hit by pitch.

2. \Weekday ganes will be 5 innings or one hour and
15 mnutes. No new inning can be started after th
etimne limt is reached. Wekend ganes will 5 inn

i ngs or one hour and 30 m nutes.

3. Aninning is conpleted when each team has an At
-Bat which is finished by either making 3 outs, or

scoring 5 runs. Maxinmumruns per inning wll be
S runs.
4. Tournanent ganes will be coach pitch only. Dur
i ng the Tournanent, a gane will be ruled conpleted

i f the w nning team has an advantage that is grea
ter than the nmaxi num nunber of runs that the |osin
g team can score. During the Tournanent, if there
is a Rain Delay or a gane is postponed the game w
|1 resunme where it left off as soon as it can be r
eschedul ed. During regular season, ganes wll be



deened an official gane after 3 innings are played
. If the honme teamis ahead, the game will be dee
med an official ganme after 2 A% innings are played.

5. Defensive Unit consists of infield positions an
d 4 outfielders. You can start with 8 players, bu
t the 9th and 10th batting position wll be ruled
an automati c out.

6. Defensive Coaching: You may have 2 coaches int
he outfield, deeper than the deepest outfiel der.
You may not physically assist a player at any tine

(i.e. a4€“ nudge himin the direction of the ball)
. A 3rd defensive coach may be at the opening of
their dugout, no nore than a step or two outside o
f the dugout.

7. O fensive Coaching: A first base coach, a third
base coach, a coach pitcher, and a volunteer to b

e behind the unpire at the backstop for retrieving
passed balls.

8. During the Tournanment, Honme/Visitor will be deci
ded by a coin toss.

9. Honme team keeps official scorebook, visiting tea
m provi des scoreboard operator.

**8U SPECI FI C RULES OF PLAY**

1. The defensive player |listed as pitcher shall st
ay in the pitchers circle until the ball is hit

(at |l east one foot in the circle). **Penalty: **T
he play continues. After the play has ended, the

of fensi ve team has the option of taking the result
of the play or no-pitch. First Ofense: Warning;
Second O fense: Renoval of player fromthe pitchi
ng position for the remai nder of the gane.

B. The Infield Fly Rule shall not be in effect at
any tine.



C. The batting order shall constitute all present
pl ayers on the teamroster at the beginning of th
e gane. Late arrivals shall be inserted at the bo
ttomof the batting order. Al players on the ros
ter shall bat before returning to the top of the b
atting order. |If a player is listed on the line-u
p and does not take his turn At-Bat, the player w
|1 be called out. Once a batter has had an At - Bat
, I'f he msses his next At-Bat for any reason, exc
luding injury, the player will be called out. If
a batter bats out of order he is considered an inp
roper batter. |If the batter does not actually hit
the ball, the proper batter may take his place an
d wll have the current pitch or swing count from
the i nproper batter (i.e. the inproper batter has
one strike, then the proper batter replaces him t
he proper batter would begin with one strike). |If
the batter hits the ball into the field of play a
nd is ruled safe, if the opposing team appeal s pri
or to the next batter taking any action (taking a
SW ng or receiving a pitch), then the inproper bat

ter is ruled out and any base runners wll return
to their base prior to the inproper battera€™ at
bat. If the opposing team does not appeal and the

next batter has taken at | east one swi ng or recei
ved one pitch, the inproper batter becones |egal a
nd the batting order continues with the player cur
rently at-bat. (For exanple, if the #8 batter hit
s in place of the #7 batter and NO appeal is voice
d, the line up would continue with the #9 batter,
thus the #7 batter was ski pped and does not get an
at-bat. If the appeal was voiced, the #8 batter
woul d be called out and the |ineup would conti nue
with the #9 batter).

D. The coach pitcher can be as close as 30 feet f
rom honme plate. A coach pitchers line is drawn an
d the coach pitcher may straddl e or have at | east
one foot behind the Iine.

E. Teans may use free substitution on defense, ho
wever, you are limted to one defensive change per

i nning. The batting order shall remain the sane.



F. A pitched ball that bounces and is then hit by
the batter as a fair ball is a LIVE ball.
G Each team nmay have one intentional wal k per GAM
E.
H Batters nust maintain two feet in the batters
box. The batter may be ruled out if he is outside
the line and hits the ball or is struck by a pitc
h.
|. Athrown bat will result in a team warning a€“
all subsequent thrown bats will be ruled as an ou
t. Each teamw |l only receive ONE warning. This
Is a safety issue and the coaches MJST teach thei
r players not to throw the bat.
J. Runners shall not |eadoff or steal bases. A
unner is out for |eaving the base before the ball
is hit.
K. If a fair ball touches an unpire working in th
e infield after it has bounded past, or over, the
pitcher, it is alive ball (If a batted ball is de
flected by a fielder in fair territory, hits, a ru
nner or an unpire while still in flight, and then
i s caught by an infielder it shall not be a catch)
, but the ball shall remain in play. |If a fair ba
|1 touches a runner after being deflected by an in
fielder, the ball is in play and the unpire shall
not declare the runner out. |If a batted ball in f
air territory hits a runner prior to the fielder b
eing able to make an attenpt on the ball, the runn
er is out and the play is called dead.
L. A ball that rolls under the outfield fence sha
|1 be deened a€ozleadd€e as soon as an outfielder o
r outfield coach raises his hands to identify the
bal | as being out of play.
M Unpires shall call a€odi nea€e after every play
and declare the ball dead. &€dodinea€s shall be c
all ed as soon as the lead runner is not attenpting
to advance. Aa€ddi nea€e does not have to be calle
d by the defense for the purpose of this rule.
**Coment: **When a runner stands off a base a
nd a€og ukesa€e or a€adei ntsa€e back and forth, thi
Sis to be interpreted as a€omot attenpting to adv
ancea€s and a€odi nea€e shall be call ed.



N. Coach Pitch interference: |If the coach pitcher
interferes with the defensive play in any way, it
a€™ a dead ball and no runners advance.
O |If a batted ball strikes the coach pitcher, th
e ball is dead and the play is repeated with that
pitch not counting in the overall pitch count.
P. Qutfielders may not cone into the infield at a
ny tinme prior to the ball being put into play.
Q A defensive player without the ball shall not
intentionally obstruct a runner fromadvancing. T
he coach of the batting team nay choose to take th
e outcone of the play, or have the runner advance
to the next base. For Exanple: If a runner is blo
cked fromreachi ng second base and i s tagged out,
if interference is called, the coach nmay el ect for
the player to remain safe on second base. |If ap
| ayer is roundi ng second base heading to third bas
e and is obstructed and called out a€“ if interfer
ence is called, the coach can choose to have the r
unner advance safely to third base. |If interferen
ce is called but the runner had al ready advanced s
afely, the coach nay choose to accept the outcone
of the play. The player does not have to go back
just because interference was call ed.
R. No base coach may physically assist a base run

ner, i.e. a&€" no touching. The runner will be rul
ed out.

S. There will be official score kept during regqul
ar season. |If the gane ends in atie, you wll go
to a 6th inning to break the tie. |If the gane is
still atie after the 6th inning, the gane will b
e ruled a tie.

T. Hone/Visitor teamw || be assigned by a coin t

oss nade by the Unpire, |eague official or the wi

tten schedul e.

U A pitcher nust wear a chest protector.

V. Oher Itens of Inportance:

1. All-Star evaluation TBD. Evaluation process w

i11 be explained in coaches neeting each season.
You nust have a representative fromyour team a

the try outs and sel ection process.

2.
t
3. Only one all-star coach may be selected fromt



he all-star managers own regul ar season team The
second all-star coach nust be a nmanager or coach

fromanother teamw thin the sane division as the
al |l -star nanager.

4. The all-star coaches sel ected shall be board a
pproved coaches of a regular season teamif the co
aches were the starting coaches and coached on the

teamall during the season. |If a coach was not a
starting coach and was not a coach during the reg
ul ar season, he will not be eligible to coach for

the all-star team

**RULE 10. 00 a€“ SPORTSMANSHI P, EJECTI ONS & SUSPENS
| ONS* *
**CGeneral Statenent: **The matters of sportsnanshi
p and unsportsmanli ke conduct shall be taken extre
nmely serious. The teans you conpete against wl|
exhibit an el evated and sonetines fierce |evel of
conpetition. Managers, coaches, assistant coaches
, trainers, scorekeepers, parents, players, sponso
rs and spectators should exhibit good sportsmanlik
e to ensure a positive inpact in the devel opnent o
f the participants. Thus, it is paranmount that nma
nagers, at all tinmes, have absolute conplete contr
ol of their coaches, assistant coaches, trainers,
scor ekeepers, parents, players, sponsors and spect
ators both on and off the field as well as in the
gr andst ands.
**Coment: **Any reference to the term **a€aVANAGE
Ra€s **in these rules is intended by definition (a
person appoi nted by the team as the hi ghest ranki
ng on field official to be responsible for the tea
ma€™ actions on and off the field, to include the
grandstands and to represent the teamin conmmunic
ations with the unpire and the opposing team, to
desi gnate the highest ranking on field team official.

10. 01 Managers, coaches, assistant coaches, trai
ners, scorekeepers, parents, players, sponsors and
spectators who exhi bit abusive, vulgar, unbecom n
g or unsportsmanli ke conduct shall be immedi ately

ej ected. Warnings shall not be issued for abusive



, vul gar unbecom ng or unsportsnmanli ke conduct.
10. 02 Manager s, coaches, assistant coaches, trai
ners, scorekeepers, parents, players, sponsors and
spectators who exercise the use of profanity or a
busi ve | anguage, regardless to whomit is directed
, shall be immediately ejected. Warnings shall no
t be issued for the use of profanity or abusive |a
nguage.
10. 03 Managers, coaches, assistant coaches, trai
ners, scorekeepers, parents, players, sponsors and
spectators who throw equi pnent shall be i Mmedi ate
|y ejected. Warnings shall not be issued for thro
W ng equi pnent .
10. 04 Managers, coaches, assistant coaches, trai
ners, scorekeepers, parents, players, sponsors and
spectators who | eave their position in the field,
on base, on the bench or in the dugout, dugout ar
ea or grandstands to participate in an altercation
, fight or brawl shall be imediately ej ected and
| ocal | aw enforcenent shall be notified. Wrnings
shall not be issued for participating in an alter
cation, fight or braw.
**Rul e 10.01 a€“ 10.04 Comment:** Violation of any
article of Rule 10.01 a€“ 10.04 may, if warranted
, require a teamto forfeit a gane or ganes and/ or
be renoved fromthe | eague/tournanent.
10.05 Wien adult (18 years of age and ol der) coa
ches, assistant coaches, trainers, scorekeepers, p
arents, players, sponsors or spectators are ejecte
d for any reason, the nmanager shall also be ejecte
d for failure to nmaintain absolute conplete contro
| of coaches, assistant coaches, trainers, scoreke
epers, parents, players, sponsors or spectators.
10. 06 Manager s, coaches, assistant coaches, trai
ners, scorekeepers, parents, sponsors and spectato
rs ejected froma gane shall imediately renove th
ensel ves and all personal belongings fromthe vici
nity of the playing field and/or grandstands to th
e parking area outside the venue and shall remain
out side the venue for the renmai nder of the gane e]
ected from plus one additional gane. Under no cir
cunst ances shall ejected nmanagers, coaches, assi st



ant coaches, trainers, scorekeepers, parents, spon
sors or spectators return to the vicinity of the p
| aying field and/ or grandstands upon gane conpl eti
on. Ejected managers, coaches, assistant coaches,
trai ners, scorekeepers, parents, sponsors and spe
ctators returning to the vicinity of the playing f
i el d and/ or grandstands upon ganme conpl etion shall
be treated as trespassers and | ocal | aw enforcene
nt shall be notified.
**Rul e 10. 06 Comment: **Managers, coaches, assista
nt coaches, trainers, scorekeepers, parents, spons
ors, and spectators ejected froma | eague/tournane
nt ending gane (i.e. elimnation gane, chanpi onshi
p gane), shall be required to forego their attenda
nce at the teama€™ first gane in their next sanct
| oned event.
10. 07 Pl ayers ejected froma gane shall i nmedi at
ely renove thenselves and all personal bel ongi ngs
fromthe dugout and dugout area and shall be confi
ned to the grandstands. An ejected player nmay rem
ain in the grandstands as | ong as doing so is not
a di sturbance or disruption to the gane. If warra
nted, an ejected player shall be renoved fromthe
grandstands to the parking area outside the venue
and shall remain outside the venue for the remaind
er of the gane.
10. 08 Managers, coaches, assistant coaches, trai
ners, scorekeepers, players and ot her dugout perso
nnel shall be confined to the dugout for the renai
nder of a gane as an alternative to an ejection at
the sole discretion of the Unpire(s).
**Rul e 10. 08 Comment: **For managers, confinenent
to the dugout is not applicable for violating Rule
10. 05.
10. 09 Certain actions of managers, coaches, assi
stant coaches, trainers, scorekeepers, parents, pl
ayers, sponsors and spectators call for imedi ate
suspension. Such acts include but are not limted
to, a physical attack or the threat of a physical
attack on an unpire, gane official, tournanment of
ficial or association director and/or officer. Kn
ow ngly conpeting with or against illegal or disba



rred/ suspended nanagers, coaches, assistant coache
s, trainers, scorekeepers, players, sponsors and s
pectators. Participating in or permtting a fraud
to be perpetuated. Conpeting under an assuned or
altered (m ss-spelled) nane, and/or date of birth
. Purposely utilizing false information to damage
, harm hurt, inpair or mar Georgi a USSSA Basebal | .

**RULE 11. 00 a€“ PROTESTS**

11.01 Umpires will work to settle all situations
on the field. Protests shall be allowed for age
and pitching violations or rule interpretations on
ly. Protests nust be declared to the Unmpire-In-Ch
i ef and then to the League Director before the nex
t pitchin the gane is delivered. Protests shall

not be accepted after the final out of the gane.



